PLATE IV
ETRUSCAN PAINTING

1.   PARADISE.    Picture from the ' Tomba del Triclinio '
at Tarquinii (Corneto) in Etruna.   The section here reproduced
represents the life in Paradise.   In a garden beautiful dancers
are performing an ecstatic dance.   The male dancers play on
lyre and flute ;   the dancing girls have castanets, and the
foremost a strap or chaplet with bells over her shoulder.
Early 5th cent. B. c.

2.    INFERNO.    Picture in the  ' Tomba dell*  Oreo '  at
Tarquinii  (Corneto)   in Etruria.    The scene represents the
Greek myth of Theseus and Pirithous who came to the under-
world in order to abduct the Queen Proserpina.   The picture
shows the horrors of the Inferno and the sufferings of the two
heroes.    Theseus is seated on a rock, near him the demon
Tuchulcha with asses' ears ;   two snakes rear themselves like
horns above his brow ; with a huge snake he threatens Theseus.
To the right are another snake and another demon.   To the
left a side-board with fine metal bowls, and a handsome naked
slave, recall the pictures of paradisiac meals ;   it is a remini-
scence of the old Etruscan idea that life in the nether world is
a continuous banquet of the blessed.    The new idea of the
life after death is sinister and not Greek in spirit.    5th-4th
cent. B. c.



TEXT-FIG. 2.   See description of plate V,figs.